[Thromboembolic diseases in children].
The incidence of thromboembolic diseases in children is increasing, probably as a consequence of medical progress and modern intensive care. Due to lack of scientific evidence, clinical recommendations for treatment of children are mainly based on opinions and extrapolations from adult medicine. This article presents current concepts of thromboembolic diseases in children, based on a review of the literature. Characteristic features are presented and differences between the disease in adults and children are outlined. Guidelines for antithrombotic treatment are provided. We suggest that screening for thrombophilic disorders should be performed on wide indications, and that modern principles of treatment in adult medicine should also be applied for children with thromboembolic diseases.